
                    No Repeal: a Conservative 
                          Takeover Of Health Reform

Conservatives are faced with historic challenges.  We survived the rise and fall of the far left, but  
they left a legacy in the form of a massive, bloated, burdensome health reform bill.  Yet there is an  
upside; conservative and centrist Democrats managed to blunt the worst far-left blunders, and 
outright repeal would be rejecting many of our best ideas.  Instead, conservatives in both parties  
should engineer a conservative takeover of the government health care bill.

Health Reform Must Be a Priority
The American people are desperate for health reform, and for conservatives to succeed we must present ideas that 

enhance freedom, lowers costs, and expands coverage without imposing a burdensome individual mandate.

Rather then repealing the existing legislation, conservatives should co-opt the bill—using it as a vehicle to 
implement our own ideas.  Conservative Democrats laid the foundation in defeating the public option, and we must 
work together to finish the job.

Restore the Free Market in Health Care
Conservatives must acknowledge the need for significant reform to restore the health insurance industry to a truly 

free market.  Insurers, providers and consumers are all being choked by the status quo.  Consumers face huge 
premiums and gaps in coverage, and exclusions on preexisting conditions.  Providers face exploding costs and 
damaging incentives.  Insurers face adverse risk selection, where changes in average customer wellness can drive 
them into bankruptcy (forcing even nonprofit organizations to deny coverage, illegally dump patients at emergency 
rooms and other unwanted and unethical practices).

Clearly this is not a free market.  Conservatives should emphasize the failure of health care isn't a failure of free 
markets, it's a failure of health care markets.  The free market reforms centrist and conservative Democrats fought so 
hard to achieve should be preserved and expanded, bringing economic freedom back to the health care market.

Say No To Individual Mandates
A federal individual mandate is both unnecessary and unconstitutional.  If it truly is necessary, the states 

themselves will be forced to implement it by simple economics.  Meanwhile, individual states would be free to 
innovate and craft policy that best fits the needs of their local population.

No Micromanagement of One Fifth of the Economy
Conservatives understand that one-size-fits-all policies never work at the federal level.  The inevitable untended 

consequences distort the economy, create inefficiencies, and spawns new (often unfairly disadvantaged) minority 
groups out of thin air.  Conservatives should illustrate federal mandates on the public education system, which raised 
costs without affecting outcomes, and effectively excludes many low-income groups along with many of the 
functional but chronically ill.

Mandated plan structures, tax on high-end plans, and centralized federal regulator authority will raise costs, lower 
care given, and drive many people out of the system altogether.  Conservatives should emphasize that health 
regulation is needed, but point out that states have done a very good job in this area for decades.  The healthcare 
sector is simply too complex for federally-mandated regulations to work.
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Conservatives should prepare to give some ground in this area to conservative Democrats (who may not feel as 
strongly about the issue) but work hard to eliminate as many burdensome regulations in the healthcare bill as possible.

Centrist Democrats: We Need Them
Conservatives policy makers should recognize the need to work together with conservative and centrist Democats. 

There simply are not enough votes without their help, and we should recognize the heroic effort they did preventing a 
total far-left takeover of America.  On the other hand, we clearly disagree in some cases so debate and compromise 
will clearly be needed.

Conservatives should not give ground on core values if at all possible.  Any compromise should expand individual 
opportunity while reducing government dependence.  New health regulations, if truly necessary, should be created in 
partnership with the private sector and the American people.  Conservatives and the American people are refusing to 
be ruled by federal fiat.

Research Studies And Pilot Projects: Not a Bad Idea
Conservatives understand the value of research and entrepreneurship, and the role in government in subsidizing 

both when markets fail and restructure themselves.  As such, the research studies and pilot demonstration projects 
should be left in the health care bill, and should be fully paid for.

Medicare/Medicaid Vouchers in Ten Years
Conservatives should push for an eventual privatization of Medicare and Medicaid over a ten-year period.  The 

process must be painless, cost-effective, and improve the quality, coordination and access of care.  The far left too 
often uses the uncaring conservative stereotype, derailing any attempt to lessen government control of our lives. 
Conservatives will need to beat them at their own game to succeed.

Conservatives should point out the alternative is more federal control, higher taxes, and the real possibility of a 
lower standard of living for future generations—federal health spending is both the largest and fastest growing part of 
the federal budget, and this growth is almost impossible to control without rationing care, impeding access and 
lowering the quality of life for many seniors.

No Hidden Preparation For a VAT Tax
Requiring businesses to file 1099 forms for all transactions over $600 is both burdensome and transparently 

preparation for a value-added tax.  If Congress desires imposition of a VAT tax, it should do so clearly in a separate 
bill—including any preparation provisions.
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